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Drawing from a broad constellation of inspirations—from family and dreams to art history and Anishinaabe culture—Frank Big Bear (Ojibwe) is best known for his vibrant Prismacolor pencil drawings. Melding personal and political themes on disjointed, fantastical backdrops, he frequently addresses notions of identity as well as issues that pervade broader Native experiences. 








Big Bear’s solo exhibitions include Nativia, Bockley Gallery (2016), Homage, Bockley Gallery (2014), From the Rez, to the Hood, to the Lake, All My Relations Gallery, Minneapolis (2011), among many others. His commissions include The Walker Collage, Multiverse #10 (2016–2017) for the Walker Art Center and, with Star WallowingBull, Detritus of the Light People for the Plains Art Museum in Fargo (2004). Big Bear has recieved the USA Knight Fellowship from United States Artists (2015), a National Artist Fellowship through the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation (2015), and the Bush Foundation’s Enduring Vision Award (2008). His work is in the collections of the British Museum, the Denver Art Museum, the Minneapolis Institute of Art, and the Des Moines Art Center, among others.




Raised in and around the White Earth Reservation, Big Bear has primarily resided in Minneapolis, where he presently lives and works, since the age of 14. 














untitled, 2021  
color pencil on black illustration board  
40 x 32 inches 






untitled, 2021  
color pencil on black illustration board  
40 x 32 inches 









I’m Just a Thought (in the Great Mystery), 2016 
color pencil on paper 
30 x 22.25 inches 






A Moment in Time, 2016 
color pencil on paper 
30 x 22.25 inches 









Mother and Children at Lake Superior, 2015 
color pencil on paper 
30 x 22.25 inches 






Nativia, 2016 
color pencil on paper 
30 x 22.25 inches 






	
      News
      
        
          
            Jaune Quick-to-See Smith curates NGA exhibition          
        

        3.8.2023
      

      
                  
              

  
	
      News
      
        
          
            Frank Big Bear on The Walker Collage, Multiverse #10          
        

        12.12.2016
      

      
                  
              

  
	
      Exhibition
      
        
          
            Through-line          
        

        8.12–8.24.2023
      

      
                  
              

  
	
      Exhibition
      
        
          
            Revolve: 1984–2024          
        

        7.11–8.19.2023
      

      
                  
              

  
	
      Exhibition
      
        
          
            Ghost Dance of the Great Mystery          
        

        2.10–2.25.2023
      

      
                  
              

  
	
      Exhibition
      
        
          
            Selected Works          
        

        5.10–7.28.2018
      

      
                  
              

  




	
		
	

	
		
			
			
									Tuesday through Saturday

noon to 5 pm

							


			
			
									2123 W 21st Street

Minneapolis, MN 55405

							


			
			
									612 377 4669

													information@bockleygallery.com

							


			
			
				©2024 Bockley Gallery
			

		

	



	




